58

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
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The Pantanal, the largest wetland on Earth, is located in central South America [1, 
73
The main phase of subsidence that resulted in the wetland depression occurred 74 during the transition between the Pliocene and Pleistocene, about 2.5 million years ago [6] .
75
The vast plain that resulted from this event nowadays stores water originating from the communities, these will be composed by species with divergent traits, which allows them to 103 use available resources in different ways and co-occur in areas with limited resources [20] .
104
Additionally to these deterministic forces, community assembly can be simultaneously 
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In turn, the diversity patterns observed in regional species pools often are more 
FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 1
By gathering records of snake occurrence in the Pantanal and surrounding areas and 2 investigating the taxonomic, phylogenetic, and phenotypic diversity of communities we 3 aimed to better understand which processes contributed and currently act to shape these 
47
Overall, the present dissertation showed that the composition of snake communities 
